Mass Media & National Security Topics

NOTE:
  “Teenager saves the world” doesn’t count.
1.  Efforts to suppress books, articles, music groups, etc.  Cannot use cases listed in syllabus (Pentagon Papers, Snepp, etc.)
2.  Efforts to actively influence TV, Hollywood, etc. “Product placement” of federal agencies.

3.  For programs, books, movies, etc., that deal with national security, how accurate are they?  Again, teenagers saving the world don’t count, unless it is a passing reference to a more serious topic.
4.  Compare two agencies that deal with national security.  How do they differ in terms of assistance?  Positive & negative.

5.  Content analysis of media coverage of national security issues.

6.  Content analysis of media coverage of national security issue in agencies other that DoD, DoJ, CIA, NSA, etc.)

7.  OK, for all of you conspiracy buffs:  Urban legends related to national security.  How have mainstream media (NYT, WP, Time, ABC, CBS, NBC CNN, Fox.  Not Discovery, A&E, etc.) treated them?
8.  Look at public affairs plans for a couple of agencies (alphabet & non-alphabet).

9.  Pick your favorite national security agency.  Was there a time when Hollywood/TV really emphasized them?  Not just propaganda films, but real national security issues.

10.  FOI & National Security (cannot use cases in the syllabus).  Non-alphabet agencies denial based on national security.

11.  What do the classic military thinkers think about media (i.e., national will) and security?


Sun-tzu:  The Art of War


Carl von Clausewitz:   On War

12.  How does basic doctrine deal with the media (i.e., national will) and security

13.  Presidential speeches & press conferences related to media & national security
14.  Compare and contrast how media have dealt with any of the numerous national security issues that have been in the news.
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